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THE CIRCULAR, 
Is an exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church. 
It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and 
it will look for its presence in every field of action. 
It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art and the News of 
the World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
ual point of view, and in their relations to the great Provi- 
dential movement of the times. 
It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 
. Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Auy subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 
‘@pon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 
Address “‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


PUBLI 
THE BEREAN; A Maaual for the help of those who seek the 

Faita of tae Priautive Cuurca: an octavo volume of 500 

pages. iy J. HM. Nuves. Price, $1.50. 

Tav Bereas Coataius frec, outhue discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation fruia sin, The New 
Birta, tac second Vuo.ning, Resurrection, Urigin of Evil, Our 
RKelatious to tae Heavenly Caurca, Abolitioa of Death, Con- 
deusatioa of Life, e., w&c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evideuces, val developing Mauy new and iuteresting 
conclusious duferiag widely froin tavse of the vid Tacology. 
All who wisi to uuderstand BisLe Comaunisa—its coustitu- 
tional basis, aud prospects of success—suodid acquaint 
themselves with tae couteats of this book. 


CATIONS. 





SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Noyes. Pamphlet, 10 cents. 


@@™ Past Volumes of the Circular can be furnished to 
order; and any of the above publications may be sent by 
mail to ail parts of the country. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY: 
Where and What it Is. 











The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, Comprising men, women, youth and chil- 
dren, nearly in equal proportions. They own 
556 acres of land, in the owas of Lenox and Ver- 
non, State of New-York; Post Otlice address, 
Oneida, N. Y. For an account of their muanu- 
factuses and productions, see'a card in the next 
coiuuin, 

‘Tue Community has been established here about 
fifteen years, and is self-supporting. ‘There 1s a 
brane Comuauuity located at Waliungford, Conn., 
which 1s aiso seii-supporting. 

‘Due mempers of ue Community hold among 
their disiuyuisinng poimts of venef, that Jesus 
Christ is vitvred to mankind as a pertect Savior 
from selfisanuess; that personal regeneration 
througii min is Wwe Only true foundation for re- 
form; that bis Second Coming, together with 
the estaviisument of the Kingdow of rleaven and 
& perfect Social State in the heavenly worid, took 
place at ue ciose of the apuswilic age; that all 
good and evil are the resuits of spiritual agency, 
and hence (hat faith is tie best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 
age of miracies is not past, &c. fora more full 
statement of tmeir religious views and the reasons 
therevf, see the Berean, a book puvlished by the 
Comiunity. 

‘Tue Social organization is that of entire Com- 
munisin, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that augat of the things that he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
commun ;” or like the condition expressed by 
Christ in his last prayer tor his disciples: ‘‘ Ail 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This So- 
cial order bases itself, logically, on our views of 
Christianity, which, as a perfect system, requires 
an unselfish condition of society ; and historically, 
on the fact that a model of perfect Communism 
has been in successful operation in the interior 
world for eighteen hundred years, and is now 
gaining extension and recognition among men. 
An exposition of the Social ‘Theory here indica- 
ted may be found in Bible Communism, a pam- 
phiet of the Community. 

For its government, the Community has no 
formal Constitution, or code of Laws, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, secur- 
ing a vital organization throughout, like that 
which animates the human body, and on the ex- 
ercise of Free Criticism on the part of all its 
mem»ers. The most spiritual and discerning 
among them securing the most confidence, have 
naturally the most influence. Joun H. Noyes, 
as the man by whom the truths of Communism 
have been mainly brought forth in this age, is 
respectvd as a true leader. In business, those 
persons whose attractions and capacities fit them 
tor posts of responsibility, are sought for and 
placed in charge of the different departinents. 

Persons wishing for a more extended knowl- 
edge of the Community, may gain it by reading 
its publicat.ons, or by correspondence with its 
Secretary. If a personal visit is desired, the con- 
venience of the Community as to the time and 
circumstances of receiving it should first be con- 
sulted by letter. 

Tae Crrcutar is our weekly organ, and is 
offered on such terms as make it accessible to ev- 
ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
the ability to do so, will deal generously with the 


ting to its usefulness, To the poor it is offered as 
a gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed for- 
mula of 
PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 
in the interior sphere at his Second Coming, 
A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the kingdom in the Heavens. 
Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and con- 
fession of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfish- 


ness. 

Resurrection of the body, as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing 
Youth, and abolishing death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord's Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 
voted to God. 








The Community, 


Oneida, N. Y., 





MANUFACTURERS OF 
Steel Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping, and warranted. 
Traveling. of various materials and the latest 
improved styles. 
Mop-Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 
Preserved Fruits, put up in glass quart jars, se- 
curely sealed and warranted. 





Orders for any of the above articles, accom- 
panied by cash or satisfactory reference, will be 
carefully and promptly attended to. 

Address ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 
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The Counterpart of Vanishing. 





The idea of vanishing (see Circular Vol. XI 
page 69)—escaping from evil spirits—has its 
counterpart. There is a positive view, as 
well as a negative, to this subject. To keep 
ourselves so “that the wicked one” cannot 
touch us, is only half the matter, and the 
negative half; the other, positive part, is to 
have our life hid with Christ in God. There 
is the secrecy we enter into: we do not pass 
out froin the presence of the devil into soli- 
tude. The secrecy we enter into is not of 
the character of isolation, but it is passing 
into the presence of the Spirit of God; and 
there we are hid, not as in a wilderness, but 
“hid with Christ in God.” When we van- 
ish from the devil we appear to God ; so that 
the doctrine of appearing is the counterpart 
of the doctrine of vanishing. All that has 
been said of the art of vunishing may be 
turned and applied to the subject of appear- 
ing. Our view is, that by falling into some 
train of thought or feeling that the devil has 
no conception of, but is precluded from by 
egotism—which is the essence of his being— 
we vanish from him. So, it will be found 
that by the same act—by starting a fecling 
that is true and good—we in reality immerse 
ourselves in the Spirit of truth, and come in- 
to a sphere of interior, heavenly spirits. 

We are all seeking acquaintance and fel 

lowship with the Primitive Church. The 
idea circulates among us, that our calling is 
union with the Primitive Church, a personal 
acquaintance with them, and an introduction 
to the whole family circle of heaven. — It is, 
then, important to find out the true way of 
approaching them. And if we can get at the 
true idea of vanishing from evil, the same 
train of thought may be carried out into a 
true idea of presenting ourselves to the Prim- 
itive Church. We must first get rid of the 
idea that any true feeling or thought is a per- 
sonal affair. Faith is the gift of God; grati- 


anything good or true in us is an inspiration, 
an influx from the sphere of pure spirits.— 
So that we have a perfect right, if we find 
good and true emotions in ourselves, to re- 
gard them as from heaven, not as something 
circumscribed by our own spirits, but as the 
ends of a spiritual clue, which, followed up- 
ward, terminate in God himself. Then in ex- 
ercising ourselves to righteousness of any 
kind, we are simply opening the sluices of 
our spirits to the good there is in God and 
in heaven. This is our function, and the busi- 
ness we have to do—to find out our capacity 
in that respect, and exercise ourselves to the 
admission of good spirits. It is a simple fact 
that when in any, even the smallest action of 
the heart, we open ourselves to good, and 
good flows in upon us, we are present to God, 
and he to us; we dwell in him, and he in us; 
he “ comes in and sups with us, and we with 
him.” Every truthful feeling within us 
should be regarded as an act of communica- 
tion with God and all the family of God. By 
so regarding whatsoever is good and true 
within us, and turning into it from time to 
time—by following the veins of truth and 
goodness which open, and withdrawing our 
consciousness into them—we shall attain to 
familiar, unlimited personal acquaintance with 
the Father, and the Son, and all the re- 
deemed. 


They do not choose to come into personal 
acquaintance, by presenting their forms to 
us: they have no ambition to display them- 
selves to us in that superficial way. It 
would be a mischief to us if they did so, in 
the first stages of acquaintance. The true 
way is to see them centrally—to receive 
their inner life first. They are as accessible 
to us in this inner sphere as we are to each 
other. Whatsvever things are lovely and of 
good report in us, are common to us and to 
heaven. Here is a region of common ground, 
where we meet them, and they us. Our cu- 
riosity need not be suppressed, for it will 
have its full gratification at last; but we 
should chasten and command it into peace, 
and insist on getting acquainted with heav- 
enly spirits in the true order, commencing at 
the center, and extending our acquaintance 
with them through invisible, and we might al- 
most say abstract perceptions, into their se- 
cret thoughts, and gradually into all the 
forms in which their inner life is embodied ; 
and this, of course, last. We shall reach 
the outer forms of the spirits of heaven, 
when we fairly arrive there by their mode 
of traveling. We must go in at the door; 
tu go some other way is to be a thief and a 
robber. To try to enter heaven by seeing 
forms is not the way. We enter the door 
when we repent, and become acquainted with 
the goodness of Christ; and entering in that 
way, we shall go from room to room until 
we reach the cupola. We must be willing 
to be led according to their wishes, rather 
than according to our curiosity; and they 
will lead us through the whole building at 
last. 

The laws of the science of vanishing and 
appearing may be traced still further. It 
is evident that a superior spirit, meaning by 
superior one of higher refinement, has power 
to appear to an inferior spirit, or vanish from 
it, at pleasure. This principle is illustrated 
by those facts related in the Bible, in which 
angels appeared to men. Christ appeared to 
his disciples after his resurrection, and van- 
ished out of their sight. This power is not 
reciprocal, i. e. an inferior has not in itself 
this power towards its superior, and when 
we say that we have the power of appcaring 








Community in sharing its expense, and contribu- 





tude and meekness are the gifts of God; 








nection with the other truth, that whatsoever 
is good in us, comes down from them to us, 
and we come at them by following up the 
spiritual clues which are affo.ded us by 
them. Now then, ifit is at their option to 
put those clues into us, then it is at their op- 
It is 
by their choice and not ours that we can ap- 
pear to them. It is only as they let theme 
selves down into us, that entrance is given 
us by which we can approach them. 


tion to summon us into their presence, 


These are laws which rule unquestionably 
between different classes of good spirits; and 
you will find in these laws the regulating 
principle of society in heaven. The puzzle 
which presents itself to a gross understand- 
ing, in regard to the regulation of society 
without law, is, why should not persons who 
are very attractive and popular, be exposed 
to more socicty than is agreeable? What 
shall regulate the interchanges of society so 
that there shall be no intreference or crowd- 
ing in intercourse with each other, and no 
place for jealousy in social affairs?) By what 
law are the exchanges in heavenly society to 
be regulated? is the question. Here comes 
in our doctrine, that supply must control de- 
mand, As we have illustrated frequently in 
the case of prayer, God is not exposed to an 
unlimited draft of all the foolish desires of 
man. Ie puts into the hearts of those who 
are in proper relations to him the desires 
which come back to him in prayer, and such 
of course he is prepared to mect. Now if 
the principle can be introduced to control 
society, that supply shall determine the want 
of those to be supplied, then certainly there 
can be no interference. That principle, com- 
mencing in the uppermost sphere, and pro- 
ceeding downward through all grades of so- 
cjety, would regulate all. There would be 
no jealousy, no burdens or unsatisfied claims, 
If it is true in the nature of things that the 
superior spirit can vanish or appear, present 
itself or withdraw, as to an inferior spirit, 
while the inferior can only present itself to 
the superior by following the clue which the 
superior gives, and if the citizens of the heav- 
enly world are civilized enough to submit 
themselves to this principle and seek acquaint- 
ance only through the offered channels, then 
society will regulate itself with perfect accu- 
racy and harmony. A superior spirit has 
only to regulate its emissions of clues by its 
capacity of supply, or by what its nature de- 
mands, and there will be no acquaintance 
sought except as these emissions call for it, 
There will be no obtrusion of spiritual pres- 
Desires that are not legitimate will be 
impossible. 


ence. 


Then these same principles have an impor- 
tant practical value in the relation of good 
spirits to evil, and may be made of great use 
Just so certain as 
we have admitted the spirit of heaven into 
our innermost, and there is anything good 
and true in us, we are more refined in our 
inner nature than the most refined devil in 
the universe, and therefore we are superior 
to him. Ifowever small we may be, if there 
is one point of union with the Spirit of truth, 
if our spirits are in communication with faith 
love, meckness and gratitude at a single point; 
then we are mightier than the most subtile 
spirit in the kingdom of darkness. Christ, 
speaking of false prophets who should appear 
before his Second Coming, said they would 
do signs and wonders and would deceive if it 
were possible the very elect; but the very 
elect, however small they may be in the ex- 
ternals of their character, have at the center 
a refinement that is superior to, and master 


in our eseape from evil. 





to the Primitive Church, we say it in con- 





of, all the spirits of darkness; and it is im 
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possible for them to be held of evil spirits. 
Their hold on us is but a superficial affair; it 
is only on those parts that are coarser than 
themselves. If they are refined sorcerers, 
there may be that in us that is coarser than 





they, but on the contrary there are parts of 


our being that are finer than they; and, on 
the whole, we are their masters. The law 
which allows a superior spirit to vanish or 
appear at pleasure, is good for us toward 
them, but not good for them toward us; and 
on the whole, we have the power of vanish- 
ing or appearing to them at pleasure, while 
they are powerless in that respect toward us. 
It will be well for us to know the prerogatives 
of our position, and as fast as possible, carry 
our spiritual prerogative through our whole 
nature, and make it a reality. These views 
show us that we are not at the mercy of evil 
spirits. We have a perfect right to deny 
their power to present themselves to us, to 
envelop, confuse amd abuse us. Our ignor- 
ance in this respeet, is our weakness. So 
long as we believe that they have this power, 
that part of our nature which is in the dark- 
ness of this unbelief is unrefined, and of course 
open to their influences. Let in the light, 
and find out what God made you for, and you 
will find that the devil is not your master, 
but your servant, and you can put your foot 
on his neck. You can withdraw yourself, 
just so far as you find it agreeable, and want 
privacy and seclusion. It is nonsense to sup- 
pose that the door is wide open, and that the 
devil can overrun you when he pleases. On 
the other hand, you can present yourself to 
him when you please, and that in a way that 
he cannot avoid, and one that is commanding. 
In our present relation to the world, having 
for our business to save those that are led 
captive by him, it is a great object to be able 
to appear to him and make it manifest that 
we are on hand. I have no desire to escape 
from him in such a way as not to be able to 
deliver his captives. 

One word more onthe general principle— 
the turning of our spirits into the channel 
which shall carry us out of the devil into 
Christ, by following his spiritual clues. The 
great thing wanting, the great attainment 
needed, to do this, is, power to command our 
attention—to hold still, quietly looking in- 
ward, and not be diverted from it by any 
clatter outside. What though the devil gets 
up aclatter, as on the field of battle; we 
are not obliged to hear it, we can Close our 
ears and eyes. God did not- make our sen- 
ses to be at the merey of noise and discord; 
our eyes have eyelids that we can shut; we 
can put our fingers in our ears, if it is neces- 
sary. We have the means of closing all our 
senses ; and so we have also in reference to 
our spiritual senses. “Who among us shall 
awell with devouring fire? who among us 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He 
that walketh righteously and speaketh up- 
rightly, . . . .that stoppeth his ears from hear- 
ing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from see- 
ing evil; “he shall dwell on high; his place 
of defence shall be the munitions of rocks?” 
There is the art of vanishing in a nut shell— 
the ‘art of withdrawing the attention from the 
devil's clatter, and giving it to God and good 
Spirits, who are whispering within us.— 
Heaven and hell are both at work in us; 
hell makes a clatter—heaven whispers : and 
we'can hear the whisper, and shut out the 
clatter. If you were with me in a crowd as 
: large as the whole population of New York, 
_ and they were all shouting, “ Hurrah for the 
devil,” while I stood by your side, and whis- 
' pered, “ Hurrah for Jesus Christ,” you could 
. hear'me if you chose, and go away with me. 
| Phitt is the advantage heaven has over hell. 
. Fiéaven, though it speaks in a whisper, can 
: @0ie-vlose to our ear; while the devil’s clat- 
. ter is round about, reverberating through the 
fieavén above and earth bencath. It is the 


art of Hearing the whisper, and refusing to 
Kear the clatter, by which we dwell in the se- 
eret'place of the Most High, and get out of 
the trowd away with God.—Home- Talk. 





The Jewish Pilgrim,  ° 





Are these the ancient holy hills 
Where angels walked of old? 

Is this the land our story fills 
With glory not yet cold? 

For I have past by many a shrine 
O’er many a land and sea, 

But still, oh! promised Palestine, 
My dreams have been of thee. 


I see thy mountain cedars green, 
Thy valleys fresh and fair, 

With summers bright as they have been, 
When Israel’s name was there ; 

Tho’ o’er thee sword and time have past, 
And Cross and Crescent shone, 

And heavily the chain hath prest, 
But thou art still our own! 


Thine are the wandering race that go 
Unblest through every land, 

Whose blood hath stained the polar snow, 
And quenched the desert sand ; 

And‘thine the homeless hearts that turn 
From all earth’s shrines to thee, 

With their lone faith for ages borne 
In sleepless memory. 


For thrones are fallen—nations gone, 
Before the march of time, 

And where the ocean rolled alone 
Are forests in their prime, 

Since Gentile plowsbares marred the brow 
Of Zion’s holy bill ;— 

Where are the Roman eagles now ? 
Yet Judah wanders still. 


And hath she wandered thus in vain 
A pilgrim ot the past? 

No! long deferred her hope hath been 
But it shall come at last ; 

For in her wastes a voice I hear, 
As trom some prophet’s urn, 

It bids the nations build not there, 
For Jacob shall return. 


Oh! lost and loved Jerusalem! 
Thy pilgrim may not stay, 

To sce the glad earth’s harvest home 
In thy redeeming day ; 

But now resigned in faith and trust, 
I seek a nameless tomb, 

At least beneath thy hallowed dust 
Oh give the wanderer room. 
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The Death Question. 





It is evident that the Death question is 
one which must come up for general discus- 
sion in the court of mankind. The time has 
come when all human relations must be ex- 
amined and conformed to the truth ; when all 
forms of evil and oppression must be judged 
by the Spirit of Truth. Will the death op- 
pression escape? Are its precincts too dark to 
be pierced by the light that is flowing down 
from the Resurrection heavens? While hea- 
ven and earth are being shaken, that those 
things which can be shaken may be removed, 
is the death kingdom to remain unshaken, 
and its murky pall to envelop the race for 
evermore? We do not believe it. Yet men 
every where submit to it. Its authority is 
regarded as supreme. As in the days of the 
Apostles, those who scoffed at the speedy 
coming of Christ, said, “ Where is the prom- 
ise of his coming? for since the Fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation ;” so now men 
say, in.spirit at least, “ Where is the promise 
of the resurrection? for all things continue 
as they were ; all men have died since the be- 
ginning of the creation ; death is supreme, it 
is the portal of the ‘life elysian.”” And men 
hardly dare utter a whisper against this in- 
fernal lie. The so called Christian churches, 
from Roman Catholic and Greek down to the 
infinitesimal sects, false every one of them to 
the central truth of Christianity, all bow down 
and worship death. Losing sight of the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ and the first Resurrec- 
tion, 1800 years ago, they have lest sight of 
the whole Gospel of the Resurection. Only 
at an uncertain period—“sometime between 
now and never”—is there a chance that Christ 
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will come and death be displaced. And so 


the horri@ nightmare hugs the world. 

Not only do men quietly submit to the 
death oppression and reverence it with awe, 
and soft-treading fear, but of late years a par- 
ty of Hadean sympathizers or, as they are 
popularly called, Spiritualists, has arisen, 
whose effort has been to advocate the claims 
of Death-Slavery and coiperate with the 
Death Confederacy in Hades, to overthrow 
all the institutions of Free Life in this world, 
and to seduce all who hold any allegiance to 
truth, the Bible, and to Christ, into the ser- 
vice of the under world of darkness and _per- 
dition. With these Pro-Slavists, Hades is 
the consummate sphere of blessedness; dy- 
ing is but going to a summer-land of perpetu- 
al sunshine and glory. They are organized 
by the Prince of the darkness of that world 
to deceive the nations, and bring them into 
thorough subjection to his government that 
he may reign over the whole earth. Through 
them he has established a press in this world 
through which the wisdom of that world may 
be disseminated, and no “Legree” ever ad- 
vocated Southern Slavery with more ardor 
than these Hadean Pro-Slavists advocate the 
DeathSlavery which they are serving. 

But there must come a turning point at 
last. We do not believe that Christ intends 
to give this world up to the Hadean Slave- 
holders any more than he intends that all 
North America shall be overrun and subjec- 
ted to the control of Jeff. Davis and his slave- 
holding erew. A day of reckoning must 
come. In spite of the seventy years of South- 
ern domination, in spite of the party of North- 
ern men with Southern principles, who had 
been bowing their knees to the southern 
Baal, it was found,when a revolution in the in- 
terest of Slavery and the establishment of a 
slave-holding empire on the ruins of the 
Republic was attempted, that there were 
still men 
dom better than Slavery, to say that the 
vile thing should not be accomplished. So 
in the case of Hades. The attempt of the 
Grand Robber Confederacy of Death and 
Hades, to possess themselves of this world, 
and establish a vast Death empire here will 
fail. Though backed by six thousand years 


_|of assumption and apparent success, and 


though supported in its claims by millions of 
sympathizers in this world, a final failure 
awaits it. Jesus Christ pierced its lines and 
broke its central power, and rescued the 
whole Primitive Church—144,000 out of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, and a multitude which 
no man could number besides—from its grasp 
1800 years ago. And now after 1800 years 
of victorious experience in Resurrection life, 
that Church is marching down in organized 
power, not only to make a final overthrow 
and expulsion of the Death kingdom from 
this world, but also to sack Hades and deliver 
the prisoners there, and to cast the whole em- 
pire of Death and Hades into the lake of fire. 

This final victory over Hades and Death 
will come through the opening of the judg- 
ment upon them, and upon the dead who are 
within their gates. Not only Hades and 
Death, but the dead whoare held in their 
grasp, must come up for criticism—the judg- 
ment of the truth. In Revelations when the 
seventh angel sounded it was announced by 
great voices in heaven, “The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of Ins Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever.” “ And the four and twen- 
ty elders, which sat before God on their 
seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped 
God, saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art 
to come ; because thou hast taken to thee thy 
great power, and hast reigned. And the na- 
tions were angry, and thy wrath is come, and 
and the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward 
unto thy servants the prophets, and to the 
saints, and them that fear thy name, small 
and great; and shouldest destroy them which 
destroy the earth.” 


enough left who loved free-|- 














Are we not living in or near the days of 
the sevemth angel, and is not the time of the 
dead at hand, that they should be judged? 
At any rate, is it not legitimate that criti- 
cism be opened upon that world; and that 
those who go there from this world, and 
whose characters are known or become 
known should be criticised and the truth told 
about trem? We believe it is. An ald 
heathen maxim bids us say nothing but good 
of the dead. It isa maxim largely adopted 
in the practice of mankind, not only in hea- 
thendom but in Christendom. Say nothing 
but good of the dead! As well command ug 
to lie. Away with such heathenism. Say 
nothing but the ¢ruth of the dead, should be 
the rule with every follower of the truth. 
If our friends die in bondage to bad _ spirits, 
unbelief, or false habits, should death re- 
lieve them from our criticism? Not unless 
it removes them from our interest and fel- 
lowship altogether. If they continue to wish 
for our acquaintance and sympathy, and if 
they are lovers of the truth, they will be 
thankful for our criticism, that they may im- 
prove by it and be delivered from the evil 
that oppresses them. And if they are not 
lovers of the truth, criticism is the best thing 


| to separate us from them and from their in- 


fluence. The world of the dead is not a su- 
perior world to this, as is generally held; it 
is inferior to this world, and must submit to 
be judged by this world. It has ruled this 
world for six thousand years, but the time 
has come when the tables should be turned 
upon it. The balance of power has turned 
the wrong way long enough. The living 
should be emancipated from the dead. And 
if ever the captivesin Hades are delivered, 
believers in Christ in this world must declare 
themselves independent of the world of the 
dead, and demand that the dead appear at 
the bar of the Spirit of Truth for judgment. 


LATE NEWS. — 





The War. 

A Rebel attack on Burnside’s position was re- 
pulsed with heavy loss. Burnside by this time is 
supposed to be reénforced by troops under Gen. 
Sherman from Chattanooga. Gen. Foster hag 
also entered Tennessee, via Cumberland Gap, 
and is operating against the Rebels. Longstreet, 
according to last accounts, is retreating toward 
Virginia or North Carolina. 

Meade’s movement against Lee in Virginia has 
failed, and he has retreated north of the Rapidan. 
No important battle was fought, nor any very 
valuable result attained by the campaign. It is 
rumored that Meade will be superseded, and that 
charges will be preterred against at least one of 
the corps commanders. 

No further advance is likely to be made from 
Chattanooga this season, and the campaign may 
be considered closed. Railroad communications 
will have to be reéstablished, and a basis of fu- 
ture operations organized. Tennessee is now 
pretty much cleared of Rebel forces, and with 
the retreat of Longstreet will be entirely free 
from them. In view of this deliverance of the 
State, the President recommends a general 
Thanksgiving to the Almighty God, on the part 
of the people of the United States. 

Mexico. 

Mexican news via Havana is to Nov. 2ist.— 
The French had occupied Queretaro without re- 
sistance. Duraga had been appointed Command- 
er-in-chief of the Mexican forces by Juarez,in place 
of Comonfort, who nevertheless refuses to be 
controlled by the Juarez government. A portion 
of the French were marching on San Louis Potosi 
while other bodies would march on Guanajuato 
and Moricla. Doblado was expected to retire 
from the former on the approach of the French. 
Final concentration of the French troops will 
take place at San Louis. The approaches to the 
latter place are already threatened by the Imperi- 
alists. Duraga is said be preparing for battle in 
the field against the counsel of Juarez. These 
reports are through French. sources. 

A Freedmen’s Village. 

The great estate of the Rebel Gen. Lee, at Ar- 
lington Hights, opposite Washington, is now oc- 
cupied largely by the freedmen who have escaped 
to Washington from the Rebel lines. A village 
has been started there, which was dedicated on 
Thanksgiving day. A Tribune's Washington .dis- 
patch gives the following aecount of it: 

The dedication of the Freedmen’s Village on 
Greene Hights, Arlington estate, with its chapel 
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school-houses, hospitals, workshops, &c., took 
place Thursday at 2 o'clock. A iarge number of 
ladies, eminent civilians, and officers, were pres- 
ent, beside nearly all of the 1,040 people compos- 
ing the colony. Speeches were made by Rev. 
D. P. Nichols, Superintendent of Contrabands, 
Right Rev. W. Benedict, Rev. Mr. Rockwood, 
Hon. L. A. Chittenden, Register of the Treasury, 
Maj. Ben. Perley Poore, Hon. J. A. Briggs of 
Wew York, Hon. D. W. Gooch of Mass., and oth- 
ers. In the intervals, songs were sung by a choir 
pf thirty colored cutureu. vside the school- 
house, Cuapei, wuspilat, dc., Lue Village Colds 
COMMWYUiVvus WUUses tor OO ialiics, au OF Wich 
have veew Dut with we procecus of Lue Conlru- 
bands iueuseives, aud wicul. Cvi, Greene, Ure 
Mabuger of tue enterprise, uoids ub unerpended 
bglauce of over sixty Luvdsald Gollars, Lis Culu- 
RY Was cotapilsiacd a slay 160d, dvvul 2yU Conua- 
bgnds veg weaved uutuer irom Cailp Barker, 
It now wuuivers COVEY 1,000 peaceavic wud sudus- 
Wigs uiasvitauis, Walu a day scavol OF iBy Culi- 
Aten wud aa cveumy scuou vf LZu aduils. Lue 
hespieds sor tue wgou and juurms is 72 vy BU lee, 
ABH wp two sores wigu. Lue most suey dud 
pFoveueue las LiKe pudce 1D Lue Lediuid UE LUC 
gglouy siuce it eeamoyeu trom Liat Greeus ibuw 
pud Uuup Daincr., ‘ne liorlality aud siCKivos 
Bie uw icop luali Ole Lowi us greal as iorMicriy. 
The peopse are Weil ciad, aud Lue Village preschus 
# Deas duu usliily appedsauce. 

@en, buns Expeditiva to lexus, 

The Bosion druceuer says: 

“Due uiiaval ol Gen. bunks Upon the coast of 
Dexus auu iis vocupalow vl weuwusviile were 
MBOSL Wauciy, Lippuly sd Lue bud a pivot of the 
rebeis auu 2ivucu w lke possession of the en- 
fire Mevaiwan proviuce of Pamuuupas, a benalf oi 
the Picken goverment. di we pian had been 
puccessiiui, aud ¢rance suould dave deciared tor 
the Idueyeuucuce of Lue repel confederacy, the 
Rio Grauuc would have been held on either side 
of its muvuin by Wwe eucimies of Lue United States. 
As it NOW siuuus General Banks huolus one suore 
of the river, Wulie Gencral Corunas—who is fa- 
yorabie lv our cauge—uoius Lhe oluer. Une week 
later und peruaps all Lopes of recovering uus 
import port without emvroiiing Ourselves in au 
for¢igu War, Would Lave been enucely lost. 

She Kevellion in San Domingo. 

The itebeilion against the Spaniards in San 
Domingo siiiis gous on. Letters received in Los- 
Wn repicseil uli Lusiness operations stopped in 
consequence of the Mebveilion, resulting in juss to 
American trade, wich was cousidcrabie with 
that part of Wie Isiand. The Boston Zraveller 
pays: 

“The number of Spanish soldiers killed with- 
in the past iuree months has been very large, and 
many vegin to doubt the ability of the Spanish 
government to maintain its position in the coun- 
try. ‘Tue story recenuly published in the United 
Biates that wwe Spaniards had demanded the 
right to march troops through Haytian territory 
and had Leen refused, is in all probability incor- 
rect. 

* Still, the troubles at St. Domingo atfect the 
people of Layti, and no one can foresee the com- 
plications that may arise. Intelligent Domini- 
cans express tne opinion that the people of that 
country would welcome the protecting power of 
the United States, which, at present, however, 
with our serious internal troubles, cannot be 
vouchsaivd.” 

The Electric Light, 

The Boston folks have been experimenting 
with an cicctric light, created upon the plan of 
Bir Humphrey Davy. The light is caused by 
heating tie circuit connecting the two poles of a 
powertul galvanic battery at some convenient 
point where pencils of carbon are inserted. The 
light was displayed from the cupola of the State 
House. ‘Tic results appear to have been quite 
interesting. The Boston Advertiser states that 
the position of the light made it visible over the 
country to a considerable extent. At distances 
of three or four miles, it is said, it afforded light 
to read by ; at distances of six or eight miles, to 
tell time by the watch. The Boston Journal, in 
anticipation of this display, requested its corres- 
pondents in the interior of the State, and neigh- 
boring States, to observe and report upon the ef- 
fects of the electric light; and in compliance with 
that request it has received several such reports. 
One of them says that, ata point seventy miles 
from Boston, the light was distinctly seen, and 
made a splendid appearance. At another place, 
fifty miles irom the State House, its rays were 
seen well defined in the sky, and had a beautiful 
effect as they struck the clouds, The light, says 
this correspondent, was strong, and spread over a 
space several miles in breadth. On Prospect 
Hill, Westiord, Massachusetts, twenty-six miles 
from. Bosvwn, it appeared like a brilliant revoiv- 
ing light, making its revolutions from the South, 
through.tae West, to the North. But for the 


previous announcement of its display, it might 
have been taken as the sudden appearance of a 
brilliant comet. 
Congress 

Met on Monday. The House began its organ- 
ization by electing Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, 
Speaker, on the first ballot. 
The Mormons ia Wales. 

An article in a late number of the London 
Spectator tells of the alarming spread of Mormon- 
ism in Wales. Says the Spectator : 


The rapid growth of Mormonism in Wales 
seems to be entirely escaping the attention of 
those who ought to have done all that was _possi- 
ble to prevent it. Ministers of all persuasions 
seem to be agreed in considering the subject 
scarcely worth a thought. A Wesleyan, living at 
Cardiff, told us the other day that there were very 
few Mormons left in the principality. If there 
are not, it is owing to the regular stream of emi- 
gration kept up from Wales to Utah. A few days 
after this very remark was made, about eighty 
men and women—the latter nearly all young, 
good looking, robust girls—left Cardiff station en 
route for the Salt Lake. They had been gathered 
from the surrounding country, and many were re- 
spectable in appearance. One young man had 
been assistant to a surgeon at Cardiff. We re- 
member many such embarkations from the ports 
of South Wales, and yet, in the very heart of this 
district, the notion is general that Mormonism is 
dying out. The truth is, that it is subtly and 
surely extending. In Liverpool where there are 
many Welsh, there are also many Mormons.— 
Let it be remembered that the sect is little more 
than thirty years old, and it will at once be seen 
that it has assumed formidable proportions. Sta- 
tistics and census returns do not give the full 
measure of its progress, for the simple reason that 
as fast as converts are made they are sent to Utah. 
A perpetual emigration fund is in existence for 
this purpose, and as the people are taught that 
Christ himself will certainly come to establish his 
kingdom in Utah or Missouri, they go out with 
an unchangeable belief that happiness here and 
high rewards hereafter await them. The book 
of Mormon has been translated into the Welsh 
language, and finds ready—almost eager—accep- 
tance among the poor, ignorant people of the 
hills. The women, young and old, adopt Mor- 
monism greedily. 

_————> oe 


The Death Oppression. 


It is a plainly recognized principle in the world, 
that when we are dealing with a thing, or a sys- 


tem of measures, that is oppressive and has an) 


evil grasp upon us, we ought as far as possible to 
resist it, and boldly examine its pretensions to 
authority—insist upon proof, and submit to it on- 
ly when it has thoroughly made good its claims 
against us. The eternal law of salvation admits 
of this process ; and justice to human interests re- 
quires that there should be no easy toleration of 
tyranny. The Declaration of Independence by 
the American colonies, is a precedent that should 
be followed by all who wish to be free. 


If we are thus bound by our love of God and 
man, to resist oppression, it seems to us that we 
ought, above all, to be sharp-eyed and bold in 
looking into the rights and claims of DEATH and 
DISEASE against the human race. It becomes us 
peaceably to submit to all rightful authority ; and 
whatever claims are proved to be just and valid, 
and founded in eternal truth, we must not quar- 
rel with. But we insist that all pretensions to 
the right of oppression, should be freely exam- 
ined, and thoroughly tested. It should be eon- 
sidered, therefore, an open question, whether this 
whole death-system that reigns over the human 
race, is not, likeslavery, a fair subject of moral 
inquest. We object, in tolo, to passive acquies- 
ence without examination, in the common ideas 
concerning its rights: for, if its claim to inflict 
upon us such outrageous suffering as it does, be 
unfounded, it is a system of the most oppressive 
tyranny that the world groans under. The evils 
of Southern slavery are as nothing, in compari- 
son. 

We believe that the only reason why we do 
not already conceive of the death-system in this 
light, is that we have been so long accustomed to 
regard it as the unquestioned doom of humanity. 
A hoary imposition, its reign sanctified by the 
lapse of ages, we naturally try to make the best of 
it, and shut our eyes to.its crying enormities;— 
just as slaves do, whose souls have become torpid 
and insensible to the wrongs they suffer, from 
long continued abuse. Those who have been 
thoroughly bred in this “peculiar institution,” feel 
that slavery is their lot, and have no more idea of 
resisting its claim upon them than they have of 
resisting the tempest. Like old Prue in Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, they “dont want no help,”—and 
hardly know the meaning of the term. 

But.we protest against the theory that death- 





slavery, like the tempest or the earthquake, is a 
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natural law, with which we have nothing to do, 
and which cannot be successfully resisted. We 
are bound to face it—to examine its moral charac- 
ter in the light of truth, and subject its principles 
to the ordeal of free discussion. If we talk about 
the cruelties of Slavery, we may as well be free 
to talk of the cruelties of Death. If we arouse 
ourselves against a system that separates and scat- 
ters husbands and wives, parents and children, 
and severs ties of love and friendship, in the one 
case, Why should we not in the other? For death 
does all this, and more—and does it in the whole 
world. Slavery is but a local evil: death is a wni- 
versal evil. Slayery is exercised over but com- 
paratively few of the inhabitants of the earth ; 
but death claims every human being, after a lim- 
ited period. It roots out and destroys generation 
after generation ; and there is no end to the hor- 
rible details of disease and violence that charac- 
terize its administration over the human family. 
The evil is self-evidently an enormous one, and 
ought therefore more than any other, to be resist- 
ed, and not endured without complete proof of its 
validity. 

It is useless to quiet ourselves with talk about 
submission to the decrees of God, and his provi- 
dential arrangements in this matter. Such phi- 
losophy is as pertinent with reference to slavery 
and war—or any other eyil under which we la- 
bor. A true believer recognizes the over-ruling 
Providence of God in all events; but that does 
not release him from the obligation to resist evil 
in its details, wherever he finds it. Sickness is | 
commonly allowed to be one of the ills that flesh 
is heir to through the divine economy ; yet peo- 
ple daily oppose it, and seek to arrest its progress 
by courses of medical treatment. Why not aim 
our blows at the spiritual power itself which is 
the seed of death, and of which sickness is but 
the incipient manifestation. 


Nor should we be deterred from a free inquest 
on this inhuman system by the popular objection, 
that were it not for death, alarming results would 
ensue from the increase of population—the world 
would be soon filled up, and so death at last 
would become the necessary means of providing 
room for its inhabitants. There are various an- 
swers to this objection ; but the idea contained 
in it is simple foolishness. It need not be main- 
tained that people must always live in this 
world. Admitting the necessity of removal, the 
question still remains whether the transition can 
not be accomplished by some other than the old 
murderous method? - How do we know but 
there is a better way of passing out of this world 
than to go off like impressed seamen against our 
wills, and under circumstances of abominable 
cruelty? Is there no possibillity of free, happy 
and voluntary emigration? There are certainly 
recorded some instances of this kind in the early 
history of the world; and we have the promise 
of more. Thus we see that this supposed neces- 
sity of transition may be calculated upon with- 
out at all affecting our duty to resist the evils at 
present connected with it. 

But physiologists propose a way of mitigating 
these evils to such an extent that our allegiance 
to the death-king may still be preserved. Their 
plan isa sort of * compromise measure.” They 
instruct us in a course by which our lease of life 
may be extended for a few years, and our final 
transit be made by a process that they call “ nat- 
ural decay.” This is miserable help. For who 
would not prefer to die of any other disease than 
old age? The idea of lingering along until we 
lose all our faculties—dwindling little by little 
into nothing—flickering between two worlds, 
like a lamp whose oil is spent—is the gloomiest 
prospect of all to a true imagination. There is 
no comfort in such half schemes. The only way 
to dispose of the evils of death, is to abolish the 
thing itself. Compromise is not possible in the 
case, 

5 peepee 
Music without Words. 





The Musical Review in alate number remarks 
as follows about Wordless Music : 

Let us now turn to those pure musical ideas which 
give no account of their meaning origin, and need 
not do it—to that delicious German Ocean of the 
symphony and the sonata—to those songs without 
words which we find in every Adagio and Andante 
of Mozart and Beethoven—far more, we must say, 
than in those dreamy creations, beautiful as they 
are, expressly composed as such by Mendelssohn- 
These are the true independent forms of music, 
which adhere to no given subject, and require us 
to approach them in no particular frame of feel- 
ing, but rather show the essential capacities of 


alone. We do not want to know what a com- 
poser thought of when he conceived asymphony 
It pins us down to one train of pleasure—where- 
as, if he is allowed the free range of our fancy 
without any preconceived idea which he must} 





pleasure in merely watching Beethoven's art of 
conversation—how he wanders and strays, Cole- 
ridge like, from the path, loses himself apparently 
in strange subjects and irrelevant ideas, till you 
wonder how he will ever find his way back to 
the original argument. There is a peculiar de- 
light in letting the scenery of one of his sympho- 
nies merely pass before us, studying the dim 
Turner-like landscape from which objects and 
landmarks gradually emerge, feeling a strange 
modulation passing over the scene like a heavy 
cloud, the distant sunlight melodies still keeping 
their places, and showing the breadth of the 
ground by the slow pace at which they shift 
towards us. There is an infinite interest in fol- 
lowing the mere wayward mechanism of his 
ideas—how they dart upa flight of steps, like 
children on forbidden ground, each time gaining 
a step higher and each time flung back—how 
they run the gauntlet of the whole orchestra, 
chased further and further by each instrument, 
and in turn, are jostled, entangled, separated, and 
dispersed, and at length, flung pitilessly beyond 
the confines of the musical scene. But wait; 
one soft basson link holds the cable, a timid elar- 
jonet fastens on, other voices beckon, more hands 
are held out, and in a moment the whole fleet of 
melody is brought back in triumph and received 
with huzzas. Itis sufficiently amusing too, to 
watch how he treats his instruments, how he at 
first gives them all fair play, then alternatively 
seizes, torments, and disappoints them, till they 
wax impatient, and one peeps in here and ano- 


| ther tries to get a footing there, and at first they 


are timid and then bold, and some grow fretful 
and others coquettish, and at length all. deafen 
you with the clamor of their rival claims. There- 
is varied pleasure in these and many other fan- 
tastic ideas which he conjures up—but titere is 
quite as much in sitting a passive recipient; and 
giving yourself no account of your enjoyment a 
all. * * * *& * 

There is that in Beethoven’s works which, 
might well give credibility to the report of his be- 
ing the son of Frederick the Great, and probably 
led to it. This grand genius and crabbed eecen- 
tric man never loved or trusted. He shut himself 
up with his music to be out of the way of his fel- 
low creatures. His deafness only gave him the 
excuse of being more morose. We hear this to.a, 
certain degree in his music. His instruments 
speak but they do not speak likemen. We listen 
to their discourse with exquisite delight, but not 
with that high and complete sympathy which Mo- 
zart’s wordless speech gives. High as he is above 
us, Mozart is still always what we want, and what 
we expect. Thereis asense and method in all he 
does, a system pursued, a dominion over, himself, 
an adaptation to others, which our minds can com- 
prehend. He is as intensely human in his instru- 
mental as his vocal music, and therefore always. 


intelligible. Beethoven is always taking us by 
surprise. Wedo not know that we have such 


sympathies till he appeals to them—he. create® 
them first and then satisfies them. He keeps our- 
fancy in a perpetual flutter of wonder and eestacy 
but he rarely speaks direct to the common hu- 
manity between us. More delicious musical odes 
than his Longing Waltz, Hope Waltz and Sorrow 
Waltz there cannot be, but they were so named 
for him. It may be questioned ~vhether he ever. 
expressly thought of these subjects. We never. 
fee! that he inspires the highest idea of all—the 
idea of religion. His * Mount of Qlives” is ex- 
quisite; we are grateful for it as it is, but it might 
have been composed for an emperor’s name’s day, 
only Beethoven would never have done such 4 
civil thing. His grand “ Missa Solennis” is the 
most wonderful moving tableau of ransical paint- 
ing that was ever presented to outward ear er in- 
wardeye. Each part is appropriate in-expression. 
The “ Kyrie Eleison” is a sweet Babel of suppli- 
cations; the “ Gloria in Excelsis Deo’’ is a raptur- 
ous cry; the quartette “ Et in terra pax—homini- 
bus bona voluntas” is meant for beings little 
lower than the angels; the “Credo” is the grand 
declamatory march of every voice in unison, 
tramping in one consent like the simultaneous 
steps of an approaching army ; the “ Ante omnia 
secula” is an awful self-sustainment of the musi¢e 
in regions separated in time. and space from all 
we ever conceived ir heaven or earth. Beethoven 
out Beethoven’s himself in a sublimity of imag- 
ery no musician ever before attempted ; but as to 
the pure religious feeling, we neither fall on our 
knees as with Mozart, nor rise on wings as with 
Handel. 
_—_— eb eee 


—An ancient Rose tree, said to be the oldest.in 
Europe, is growing in the town of Hildesheim, 
Hanover. It is said to have been planted by the 


the music by having no object but her, and her| Emperor Louis the Pious in the beginning of 
| the ninth century, when the Episcopal see found- 


ed by his father, Charlemagne, was removed to 
Elze. The documents proving this fact were de- 
stroyed by a fire in.the cathedral in 1013, but Ja- 
ter records show that in 1078 Bishop Hezilo had 





satisfy, he gives us a hundred. There is a great! a wall built round the tree to protect it. Foy 
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centuries past this wild rose-tree, has been an 
object of interest to travelers and naturalists, and 
no stranger ever goes to Hiidesheim without vis- 
iting the Imperial rose-tree, by the side of the 
cathedral. Within the last year the old roots 
have sent forth several new shoots, one of which 
is now twelve feet high and nearly an inch in di- 
ameter.” 


—- —beemee 


Prayer, General and Specific. 





The great thing for us to seek, is full and 
permanent inspiration. This was the prom- 
ise of Christ to his disciples ; that he would 
send them the Comforter, the Holy Ghost. 
It was praying for the Holy Spirit, that he 
meant in an especial manner when he said, 
“Ask and it shall be given; seek, and ye 
shall find”’—as it appears from his words 
immediately following; for he says, “If ye 
being evil know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him.” He said to his disci- 
ples just before his ascension, “Behold, I 
send the promise of my Father upon you,” 
&c. This promise, Peter on the day of Pen- 
tecost, declared to be fulfilled by the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. For he says, 


that Jesus, “being by the right hand of 


God exalted, and having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, hath 
shed forth this which ye now see and hear.” 

This great promise of inspiration, includes 
also the promise of answers to all specific 
requests, made in that state. “If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name,” said Christ, “1 
will do it.” Again: * Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father, in my name he will give it 
you.” (Jno. 14: 14, and 16: 23.) In or- 
der to ask any thing in his name, we must 
ask by the inspiration of his Spirit; for it is 
only by being baptized into him by the 
Spirit, that we become members of him, and 
so ask in his name. This is confirmed by 
Paul, when he says, “ We know not what 
we should pray for as we ought; but the 
Spirit maketh intercession for us;.... 
and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because it 
maketh intercession for the saints according 
to the will of God.” See also 1 Jno. 3: 22, 
and-5: 14, 15. 

Inspiration then is the primary, the indis- 
pensable thing we should pray for. It is 
with reference to this that we should apply 
the exhortation,“ Pray without ceasing.” 
Praying for this we are sure is according to 
the will of God; and when this is bestowed 
on us, our specific requests under its guid- 
ance, we know must be also according to his 
will. He desires to give us his Spirit : he has 
poured out his Spirit upon all flesh: it is 
pressing upon us like the atmosphere. We 
have only to open the mouth of our heart, 
thatis,to pray, and the Spirit of God will 
flow into us. 

This view is in harmony with the doctrine 
of the foreordination of events, and of special 
providences. It removes, too, all the diffi- 
culty raised by these who ask in a caviling 
way if “we expect to alter God’s purposes by 
our prayers, and who think % derogatory to 
the dignity of his character, to suppose that 
he interests himself in our particular affairs 
and requests. The truth is, that God foreknew 
all events, and purposed to give us whatever 
he bestows onus. And in fulfilling his de- 
signs, “he first leads us to pray for inspira- 
tion—then gives us his Spirit, and that Spir- 
it, joining us on to his purpose, leads us to ask 
for those ‘things that are according to his 
will. Prayers that come to him in this way 
are checks on the Bank of Heaven,—checks 
payable at par, that will be met and honored 
whenever they are presented. The preva- 
lent persuasion is that the Bank of Heaven, 
ever since the days of the Primitive Church, 
has suspended payment. This is a false per- 
suasion, and an injurious imputation against 
the credit of that Bank. It has never failed, 
and never will. It is ready now as it ever 


has been to redeem its notes. But the diffi- 
culty is, and has been, that the world is full 








of counterfeit notes, and forged checks.— 
These have been refused at Heaven’s Bank, 
as they deserved to be. But all true notes, 
all checks drawn by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, will be promptly redeemed. 

We must not be impatient, and insist on 
God’s giving us every thing at once. He 
will give us inspiration in respect to the 
most important things first, and from these 
it will extend to smaller matters in due time. 
He may, with regard to the most essential 
things, forbid us to act without his special di- 
rection, and yet say to us in relation to mi- 
nor matters or details, “ Do as you choose.” 
And while we set before us the hope of ob- 
taining complete inspiration in every depart- 
ment of our nature, let us be grateful for 
what God has already done for us, and have 
that spirit of humility which says, “the 
smallest favors thankfully received.” 

— <> 


Quality of Grapes. 





Mr. R. G. Pardee, in the Horticulturist, writes as 
follows about the quality of grapes: . 

Our tastes are in some good measure the result 
of education. When first called upon to judge of 
a new fruit, we are liable to err, by reason of our 
imperfect stand-point of comparison or prejudice. 
Some persons’ tastes never become reliable. It 
requires at all times a very nice discrimination, 
and no small amount of judgment and experience. 

In the question of the comparative merits of 
our delicions native grapes, time and experience 
are working out the most important results. Du- 
ring the last three years the writer has taken es- 
pecial pains, not only to cultivate his own taste, 
but also to test the numerous varieties under mul- 
tiform culture, climate, and soil. The past season 
having afforded superior opportunities to com- 
plete the test, the results are herewith given. 

First stands the refreshing Delaware grape. It 
seems to be decidedly superior to all others in 
agreeable richness and flavor, melting pulp, and 
acceptableness for the table, or for wine. 

Having called to my aid more than a score of 
ladies and gentleman of cultivated taste, their un- 
biased opinion, expressed in every case during a 
period of three weeks, was, that the Delaware 
stands decidedly ahead of all others. Of many 
specimons of the Delaware grown in various lo- 
calities, clearly the best and richest ones came 
from Dr. Grant’s oldest vines at Iona. 

Second.—Next we must place the new grape 
“Tona,” in so far as one season will permit us to 
do so. Itis decidedly superior to the Diana or 
Catawba grapes, in point of flavor or agreeable- 
ness. By some it may be preferred to the Dela- 
ware, as it is more sprightly, although our taste 
prefers the latter. It seems to combine more 
than the good qualities of the Diana and the 
Catawba, but it does the more nearly resemble 
the latter. 

Third.—The Diana‘comes next. It has been 
very superior this year, and sustains its well- 
known reputation. 

Fourth.—I must place the new seedling “ Isra- 
ella” next in quality and superior in earliness. It 
is the best, the most sugary and tender fleshed 
black grape I have yet tasted. Ripening as it 
does about three weeks before the Isabella, and 
being so much superior in flavor to the Hartford 
Prolific, or even the Concord or Isabella, it must 
come into universal demand, if it sustains in sub- 
sequent years the promise of this. 

Fifth.—The Concord has done well this year. 
It does not overbear, and the quality of its fruit 
this year equalled its best promise of former years. 
It is quite a favorite with many, although in point 
of flavor it will not bear criticism. 

The Rebecca, the Anna, and Allen’s Hybrid have 
furnished some most delicious white grapes, and 
well sustained their former reputation : and some 
other varieties I might name worthy of attention, 
but after particularizing the above, I am quite 
content to make my list a very short -one. Me- 
thinks an abundance of those which I have enum- 
erated would soon lead us to regard most other 
kinds with indifference. 

—--- —~—9 a oe - 


The Ruins of Babylon. 


A writer in Blackwood paints the follow- 
ing picture of the desolation that surrounds 
and enshrouds the once mighty Babylonish 
empire : 

In the distance, high above the plains, 
loomed a great-mound of earth. On both 
sides of us lay what looked like long parallel 
ranges of hills. “These lines are pronounced 
to be the remains of those canals that once 





conducted the waters of the Euphrates over 





the length and breadth of the ancient Baba- 
alonia. What mighty canals must they 
have been, that still showed under the roll of 
centuries, such substantial traces! Now, not 
so much as a drop of water—no, not even a 
drop of heaven’s pearly dew ever glistens, 
where once large ships must have navigated. 
Those mighty banks that carried fertility to 
every corner of the ancient kingdom are now 
mere useless, sightless mounds. No morn- 
ing mist, moistening the thirsty earth, ever 
hangs over them. No rain-clouds ever shad- 
ow them, tempering the rays of a fierce dai- 
ly-returning sun. The end of her that 
“dwelt upon many waters” had been brought 
about only too surely. The awful prophe- 
cies had been fulfilled, and desolation in all 
its nakedness, in all its dreariness, was 
around us. After riding some two hours we 
arrived at the foot of the great mound we 
had seen in the distance in the morning. 
We dismounted and scrambled to the top, 
for we had even arrived at the ruins of Bab- 
ylon; and this great mound of earth we 
were on was the grave of the golden city. 

I believe from the summit, raised some 
hundred feet above the plain, the walls of 
the ancient city may be traced; but a hot 
wind, driving burning sand and the impalpa- 
ble dust of ages into the pores of the skin, 
made every effort to open an eye so_ terribly 
painful, that we gave up the idea in despair, 
of either tracing walls, or, indeed, of looking 
about us anywhere. I remember seeing, 
away to the west, lines of willows, and a sil- 
ver thread winding away into the distance ; 
and nearer, some unsightly bare mounds, 
looking as if volcanic fire had been at work 
underneath the smooth surface of the plain, 
and had thrown these mounds up in the 
spirit of pure mischief. That silver thread 
was our first glimpse of the waters of the 
Euphrates, and the mounds all that remains 
of the once beautiful hanging gardens of Bab- 
ylon; at least, so the conjectures of men of 
research have accounted for them. But so 
completely nave the prophecies been fulfilled 
—so completely has the “name and rem- 
nant been cut off” of all pertaining to the 
once mighty city—that even the great hill 
on which we were standing is only by con- 
jecture supposed to be the ruin of some 
great building or royal palace that stood 
within the walls—possibly the palace of 
Semiramis, 

We descended from the great mound, and 
made for those lesser mounds which are sup- 
posed ‘to be the sites of the hanging gardens 
of Nitocris and Semiramis. In one spot— 
the only thing we saw in the shape of a build- 
ing in a state of ruin—was a mass of vitrified 
brick work, piercing the old soil and debris 
of centuries, angle upward. The bricks 
were square, of large size, and beautiful 
make; the angles of some clear and sharp, 
as if the brick had left the kiln yesterday, 
instead of twive two thousand years ago. 
Turning into a little hollow way between the 
mounds, we came suddenly upon the collos- 
sal stone lion. Time, with. his leaden hand, 
had knocked away at all sharp angles of the 
statue. The features of the lion are com- 
pletely obliterated, as are also those of the 
prostrate form that ‘lies so helpless—so ut- 
terly and wholly human, beneath the up- 
raised form of the king of ‘beasts. 

The group represents itself to the eye, 
owing to the wear of old Time, much in the 
appearance of those vast ‘blocks of Carrara 
marble which the bold chisel of Michael 
Angelo struck into, and then at the point 
that the shapeless marble had begun to as- 
sume the merest “abozzo” of the -great 
sculptor’s idea, the block was suddenly aban- 
doned and left as a wonder and:a puzzle to 
future ages, so does this group of the lion 
and the man now bear the unfinished, un- 
wrought appearance ; but you cannot look at 
ita moment, and not instantly avow the 
majesty and grandeur of the idea that once 
lay there so mightily embodied. This dark- 
colored colvssal statue, which may once 
have stood under the gorgeous roof of a tem- 
ple, and before which the queenly Semiramis 
—proud and supremely beautiful—may once 
have bowed, stands now canopied by the grand- 
est of all canopies, certainly—high heaven— 
but never noticed saved by the desert wind 
that sweeps moaning over it, and the jackals 
that yelp around, as they hold high revel 
over the bones of some camel who has been 
good enough to die in the vicinity. 


__ 





Mohammedans on the Second Coming. 

In a late Advent paper we find the following 
paragraph : 

“A very general impression prevails among 
Mohammedans that great changes are soon to 
take place, by which Christianity will triumph 





over and supersede their religion. A missionary 
of the Church of England at Nazareth, writes, 





‘ Most remarkable is the general faith of the Mo- 
hammedans in the speedy advent of Christ from 
heaven to destroy antichrist; the belief that the 
time will not be far distant when the Sultan will 
be obliged to retire to Egypt, and when the 
Christians will even enter Mecca.’ Rev. Dr. Per- 
kins, the veteran missionary to the Nestorians, in 
a recent letter states that he was visited by one 
of the highest nobles of the country, who alluded 
to the changes and commotions in the world, and 
very thoughtfully added,‘Do you know what 
these things mean? Ido. Jesus Christ is about 
to come.’” 
——- —deempe ge 


The New Cotton Fields, 

The experiments in cotton culture in India, Si- 
cily and Algeria, seem to have succeeded beyond 
expectation. Our latest English files bring ti- 
dings from all these new fields. 

The export of cotton from Madras has increas- 
ed largely since 1860, when it was only 105,083 
lbs., valued at £157,603. In 1862, while the 
quantity was more than double, the value had in- 
creased nearly six times, being 241,529 Ibs., at 
£823,650. But this will be far exceeded in the 
current year. During the seven months ending 
July last no less than 220, 736 lbs., valued at £1, 
227,644, were exported. 

Dr. G. F. Forbes has been assigned the duty of 
continuing experiments with New Orleaus seed in 
Dharwar, India, and superintending the cotton- 
gin factory there. So much of the extra price 
paid for cotton has reached the cultivators that 
they are eager to secure the improved gins turned 
out by the fuctory, and readily pay £70 or £50 
for inferior articles made by workmen tempted 
away from the factory by offers of high wages 
from private manufacturers. The factory turns 
out eight gins a day, and last April there were 
more than a thousand applications on its Looks. 

In Algeria, within the last year, the increase in 
the land planted with cottun has been considera- 
ble. In the province of Oran it has doubied in 
less than a year, and amounts now to 2,669 hec- 
tares. The cultivation would have extended still 
more had the colonists found land capable oi irri- 
gation. It is to be further remarked that, of the 
2,669 hectares planted with cotton trees, 561 hec- 
tures are growing cotton plants of the second 
year, but in general these plants have not realized 
the expectations entertained of them. Noiwith- 
standing the precautions adopted to preserve 
them during the winter, many of the plants per- 
ished, and it became necessary to replace them 
by hand-labor, as a plough could not be em- 
ployed. The greatest number of cotton plants of 
the second year are to be found in the plain of 
the Sig. 

Accounts just received from Palermo state 
that the cultivation of cotton in the island of Sic- 
ily has become very general within the lasi two 
years. It has become a source of wealth for the 
inhabitants of the district of Terra Nova, be- 
sides giving employment toa number of idle 
hands. The crop of the present year is estima- 
ted at 1,269,472 kilogrammes, which were ex- 
ported under the national flag to Naples, Genoa, 
Messina and Malta, to be reshipped for England 
and France. —Hve. Post. 

_ oo oe 

—Over two millions of gold have accumulated 
in the Sub-Treasury in San Francisco for customs. 
This gold has been orderd to be shipped to Eu- 
rope. The Government will draw bills against 
it, and dispose of these ot New York. 

—The Springfield Republican says there is 4 
well authenticated story, in private circles, that, 
afew months ago when the rebel rams were 
about ready to leave Liverpool, and affairs 
with England were most fearful and threatening, 
President Lincoln wrote a personal private letter 
to Queen Victoria on the subject, and from its 
reception by her, dates the new and more just 
policy of the English Government towards this 
country. 


Pictures, 








We can now furnish the following Photographic views of 
the Community: 

1. Dwellings of the Community, size 73g inches by 5g. 
Price 75 cents. 

2. Group No.1. Showing a large number of the Commu- 


nity family, size 73g inches by 53¢. Price 75 cents. 
4. The Community Orchestra, a group of twenty persons, 


size 74g inches by 53g. Price 75 cents. 

The following stereoscopic views can be furnished, price 
50 cents each: 

The Dwellings. Group No. 1. 
Seat. 

Small pictures, carte de visite size, of the Dwellings, Group 
No. 1., and of the Orchestra, will be furnished for 25 cents 
each. 

All of these pictures are beautifully executed. The larger 
ones are suitable for framing. 

Any of them can be sent by mail, post-paid, at the prices 
named. 


The Orchestra. Rustic 


Address, The Circular, Oneida, N. Y. 











LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.— 


R. Holland; H. M. Burson. 
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